
Mark your calendars for 

December 2nd. You don't 

want to miss the 1800 

Christmas held at the      

Library. I heard families that 

missed it last year were very 

disappointed. Families enjoy 

this time together making 

crafts from the 1800s. This 

is a free Friends sponsored  

community event that's pop-

ular and loved by all. Have 

fun making your Christmas 

gifts for friends and family. 

At our membership drives, 

questions frequently heard 

are: Who are the Friends? 

What do the Friends do? The 

Library provides a  proposed 

budget for expenditures to 

the Friends indicating the 

Library's anticipated finan-

cial needs for the upcoming 

year. The proceeds from our 

fundraising efforts and the 

bookstore are collected and 

spent for the welfare of the 

library i.e. all the children's, 

teen and adult programs. 

Last year we purchased the 

4  Early Literacy Computers 

for ages 3 to 10.  Our cur-

rent project is to revamp the 

teen section which is in 

need of a facelift.  

Renewing your membership 

to the Friends helps support 

the Library and your com-

munity. October is "Friends 

of the Library Month",  a 

membership table will be set 

up at the entrance to the 

Library, stop by and say Hi.  

 

 

We would like to extend a 

warm welcome to our new 

Board member Lorraine 

Amato who joined us at our  

August  meeting. She 

comes to us from the 

Friends of the Library of 

Port Charlotte.  
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The days are starting to get 

shorter and nights longer. 

Summer is on its way out, 

and so are the storms, fortu-

nately Isaac decided to stay 

out in the gulf, we were 

spared its wrath. 

October is our Fashion Show 

month, the Friends annual 

fundraiseré remember it's 

being held on the 31st, 

"that's Halloween". Yes,  

wear a costume, or just a 

mask (optional). Don't miss 

this exciting event with door 

prizes, 50/50 raffle, a not to 

miss silent auction, and a 

chance to win a Disney Park 

Hopper pass for 4 people. 

The Fashion Houses are 

"Sun Bug"  for ladies and 

"Captains Landing", a men's 

shop, so bring your guy 

along with you. The venue is 

Plantation Country Club, in 

Venice. 

Board of Directors 

Friends upcoming events 

are the  Fashion Show,   

October 31st; (Halloween) 

Newcomers Day; Novem-

ber 3rd;  and the Book Sale 

from December 6th - 8th. 

~ Happy Holidays ~ 
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The Friends Bookstore added three 

new volunteers in August.  Welcome 

to Susan, Micki, and Lorraine. A 

special thank you to all our           

volunteers for the many dedicated 

hours they have given the Friends 

bookstore. 

If you have not visited the bookstore 
and need some books at very reason-

able prices, you will find us just in-

side the main entrance to the North 

Port Library on your left.  Hours are 

10:00 to 5:00 p.m. except Tuesday & 

Wednesday when we are open till 

8:00 p.m.  For those of you who   

visited the August book sale and are 

looking for the next one already, it 

will be December 6th-8th.  With 
Wednesday, December 5th being 

membership day.  Happy Reading! 
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Meet the Library Staff  

FRIENDS TO FRIENDS 

Bookstore News                       

and Circulation Team Leader 

Shana Hinze,  Librarian (Childrenôs) 

Bottom left to right: 

Kathy Glonek, Library Assistant 

         Information Services 

Lidia Merena, Library Assistant 

Joy Svejkovsky, Library Assistant 

Kathryn Sands, Library Assistant 

Joanne Schmaler, Library Assis-

tant 

Pamela Burch, Librarian (Childrenôs) 

 

Next time you are in the library 

please take a moment and thank 

this wonderful group of people 

who make your library the special 

place it is. 

Top left to right: 

Tyra Keating, Librarian (young adult) 

Janis Russell, Librarian (Programming) 

Sonja Meyers, Library Assistant 

Janita Wisch, Assistant Library Mgr. 

Tracy Krueger, Library Assistant 

 

 

Center - Carolann Palm-Abramoff 

Library Manager                                                  
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Sarasota and offers camps for 

kids K-8th grade and Youth 

Leadership Program for stu-

dents 9th grade through 12th 

grade.  This would be a very 

good place to take the kids on a 

day trip and visit the facilities.  

There are a number of perma-

nent exhibits like: MindBall, 

Critter Habitat, ExploraZone, 

Tech Zone, Wave Zone and 

Body Zone.  

The Science Museum is located 

at the Blivas Science & Tech-

nology Center, 1001 Boulevard 

of the Arts, Sarasota, FL. and is 

open from 10-5 p.m.  

Update - starting Sept. 4th they 

will be  closed for two months 

to construct new exhibits. 

Phone 941-309-4949   

About 35 were in attendance at 

the North Port Library to learn 

about some of Floridaôs native 

inhabitants. This was an educa-

tional program presented by 

G.Wiz with real hands on expe-

rience.  The youngest child was 

three and the oldest seventy. 

First there was a learning period 

about the animals and what they 

need to survive in the wild.  

Then everyone got to meet, 

greet and touch a lizard, corn 

snake, tortoises and a Madagas-

car hissing cockroach.  What an 

experience for the young chil-

dren and for the adults to    ex-

perience their children's        

reactions to seeing these ani-

mals for the first time.  A price-

less moment! 

This Science Museum is in  

Have you been to the library on a     

Saturday afternoon recently?    Itôs far 

from quiet in the Childrenôs room. 

Thereôs something going on. . .No, there 

are MANY exciting things going on 

each Saturday back  there.  All of these 

ñthingsò are funded by the Friends and 

presented by our childrenôs librarians. 

Every other week, families show up en 

masse for ñFamily Crafts.ò  These are 

wildly popular with up to 60 participants 

on any given week.  Iôve heard stories of 

moms showing up, then texting their 

friends to come to the library so they 

donôt miss out on the fun. 

Our librarians select crafts around 

themes and have crafts available on 

different levels. There are moderately 

difficult crafts and easy crafts so each 

member of the family can participate. 

Hereôs what youôve missed so far:  High-

land Games, Amish Quilting Squares, 

and Medieval Stained-Glass Illuminated 

Letters.  Hereôs whatôs coming up: crafts 

from around the world, stick crafts,   

Halloween crafts and whatever else pops 

from the fertile minds of our librarians. 

Librarian Pamela Burch watched a father 

and son create an elaborate Celtic knot 

one Saturday, then turn from the craft  

table and talk about how much fun they 

had had together.   She enjoys watching 

all the families getting such joy from 

working together with these activities. 

Itôs not just crafts, though. 

Thereôs the chess club.  This meets every 

week.  Twenty to 40 participants aged 8 

to 18 work with the chess moderator.   

There are three levels:  Beginning,   In-

termediate, and Advanced.  And, the last 

I heard, they were working on strategies 

for tournament chess.  Thereôs been talk 

about North Port Library chess players 

competing against Jacaranda Library 

and Venice Library chess clubs for a 

Library Tournament.  Stay tuned for 

that one! 

Then there are the puppet shows (about 

once a month) and the ñeventsò (like 

celebrating The Wrinkle In Timeôs 50th 

anniversary with a full blown party).  

There are always 

things happening on 

Saturdays for families.  

Itôs a great thing! 

G.Wiz Science Museum 

From The Library Manager  

 Carolann Palm-Abramoff 
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Our Local Treasures: Warm Mineral Springs and Little Salt Spring  

with Kennedyôs death. 

It was Clint Hill who was the   

Secret Service Agent assigned to 

Jackie Kennedy, a job at first he 

was upset to be assigned, but one 

for which he developed great   

affection.  In this memoir of his 

four years with Jackie, he        

provides the reader with a glimpse 

of the real Jackie, but also of the 

life of a Secret Service Agent.  

His job was always to ask what he 

could do to help, but he always 

felt that on that fateful day in No-

vember, he should have done 

more than to leap onto the back of  

the Presidential automobile.  His 

Book Review by Marge Leahey 

FRIENDS TO FRIENDS 

job was to take care of Jackie and 

first and foremost keep her safe.  

This job he certainly  accom-

plished, often with many obstacles 

in the way. 

The book is a portrayal of two 

very different peopleðMrs.   

Kennedy and Mr. Hill (how they  

fondly referred to one another). 

Mrs. Kennedy we know much 

about because much has been 

written.  However, the dedicated, 

demanding, difficult life of a    

Secret Service memberôs job of 

protecting a very important person 

is described in this impressive 

memoir of Clint Hill. 

to do.  But yet you are helping us to 

promote the wonderful programs and 

services that the North Port Library can 

offer to the community. 

Help us out by telling your family and 

friends to shop through our site.  The 

smallest purchase will make a big dif-

ference to the children, teens and adults 

of our library. 

Amazon.com has partnered with 

Friends to give back to our community.  

They will donate up to 15% of your 

purchase to Friends of the Library with 

no cost to you. ITôS SO EASY! 

Just go to our website 

www.folofnorthport.com and click on 

shop Amazon.com and then shop till 

you drop.  There is nothing else for you 

Amazon.com 

CHECK IT OUT! 

IôM TELLING YOU ITôS EASY! 

 

Speaker: Steve Koski 

Date: October 31, 2012 - 6 - 7:30 p.m. 

Program Summary: Warm Mineral 

Springs and Little Salt Spring are two of 

our local North Port treasures, one nota-

ble for healing waters, the other as an 

archaeological and ecological preserve, 

and both for their fascinating history of 

discoveries dating to the earliest arrivals 

of people to Florida more than 10,000 

years ago.  While in close proximity and 

similar in many ways, their differences 

far outweigh their similarities in regard 

to their geology and hydrology, archae-

ology and paleontology, and research 

history and land use.  Come to the   

October 31st presentation and learn 

what we know of these two facilitating 

sites. 

Steve Koski is an underwater archaeol-

ogist and research associate at the Uni-

versity of Miami owned Little Salt 

Spring Research Facility.  He has 

worked with the director of research 

and University of Miami Associate 

Professor Dr. John Gifford intermittent-

ly at Little Salt Spring since 1992 while 

working full time for two cultural re-

source management firms in Florida 

from 1990-2008. He began part time 

employment with the University of Mi-

ami in 2004, and accepted a full time 

research associate and site manger posi-

tion in 2008.  From 1986 to 1989 he 

worked at Warm Mineral Springs as an 

assistant underwater archaeologist to 

Sonny Cockrell and Florida State       

University. 

 

MRS. KENNEDY AND ME 

by Clint Hill with Lisa McCubbin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been fifty years since the  

assassination of John F.      

Kennedy shocked the world.  

During these fifty years, Clint 

Hill has not been able to forget 

those horrible days associated 
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has a mummy and antiques shops where 

the pool was. 

Two places that are a must see would 

have to be the Castillo de San Marcos 

Fort and the Lighthouse.  Check when 

you get into town, some days the fort 

opens free to the public.  We only paid 

$7.00 a person, and it is good for three 

days.  The light house was built in the 

1870s and gives you a breath taking view 

of St. Augustine (once you climb the 219 

steps), but, donôt worry they have rest 

areas on the way up. 

Each place we visited gave us a memory 

to cherish and history to absorb.  We took 

our time, went where we wanted and 

thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.  We keep 

asking ourselves what took us so long to 

go there? We look forward to returning 

and maybe taking one of the fun ghost 

tours and staying at a quaint bed and 

St. Augustine, Florida  

getting off when we felt like it.  It was 

so stress free that way.  The trolleys 

seem to go in circles at times, so, get a 

map you will see that it is basically a 

square and easy to find your way 

around. 

Visiting the Old Jail, and the St. Au-

gustine History Museum was a great 

start .  From there we took the trolley to 

St. George St. and went SHOPPING!  

They have so many shops, a Pirate and 

Treasure Museum (where you can fire 

a cannon) and even the Oldest Wooden 

School House in America. 

Walking around town there are old 

churches and cemeteries everywhere  

(this town was hit hard with the 

plague).  We toured the San Whet-

stoneôs Winery and took a fun free 

class on wine tasting, now we are ex-

perts!  We loved visiting the Flagler 

museum which used to be a hotel and it 

After discussing for over a year what to do 

for our 25th wedding anniversary, my hus-

band and I decided on St. Augustine, Flori-

da to feed our love of history. 

Henry M. Flaglerôs name strikes less of a 

spark of recognition than that of his partner 

in the oil business, John D. Rockefeller.  

But, his power was just as strong in the oil 

industry in the 1870s and he left a perma-

nent mark on the state of Florida.  Mr. 

Flagler changed the ambiance of the little 

Spanish town called St. Augustine forever. 

We stayed at the Casa Monica Hotel, locat-

ed right in the heart of the historical dis-

trict.  It was one of the first hotels built and 

well worth the money.   The Casa Monica 

Hotel was built in 1888, became the county 

courthouse in 1968 until the 1980ôs.  Our 

suite overlooked the Flagler College and 

Flagler Museum which were also hotels at 

one time.  We valet parked our car for the 

weekend and took a trolley around town, 

 
 

Celebrating our 25th in St. Augustine by Trish Jones  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AWE computers feature 50 education-

al software programs spanning seven 

curricular areas.  We even have a Bi-

lingual Spanish AWE that was pur-

chased in part by a grant from the 

Heron Creek Community Foundation.   

The AWE program is just one of many 

ways your memberships, donations & 

community support has made a differ-

ence for our children.  Thank You! 

It was just last November through your 

memberships and donations we pur-

chased four Early Literacy Computers 

for children ages 2-10. 

Since then the AWE stations have had 

5,471 sessions and a total of 1,692.5 

hours of use through July.  If you have 

not had a chance to visit the childrenôs 

department and see the latest in tech-

nology -- You must do so!!! 

   

 

AWE Stations (Early Literacy Computers) 


